Request for Proposals Vermont Rural Partnership        September 9th, 2010

As a Vermont Rural Partnership school member your site is entitled to apply for a mini grant for the current school year. 

Grants may be applied for up to $500 for a project involving one teacher and classroom, $800 for a project, including 2 or more teachers and multiple classes of students,$1,000 for projects involving teachers in 2 or more schools to collaborate and work together or  $1,500 for a whole school project, which involves all teachers and students in the school.

Additionally all teachers who document and publish their project on the VRP website will receive a personal check for $250 on publication in June 2011.

In planning your project please consider the following:

· Repeat projects will not be funded 

· Projects should be embedded into the curriculum [not after school or during the summer, or for only a select group of students]

· Projects should include all students in a specific class or grade level [not a select small group of students]

· Projects should be focused on VRP goals and be place based or directly related to youth leadership or civic engagement

Below you will find a timeline and the details re the application. We hope you will apply for funds to further the work of VRP in your site so please consider use of these funds to support the work you have started in ~ Place based curriculum development, youth civic engagement etc.

Application timeline

A grant planning and writing meeting will be held Friday October 1st for teachers/students/teams interested in working on their applications collaboratively. Location and information will be announced shortly.

We encourage schools to attend this meeting to gain support for and have time to complete your grant proposals.

Grant award meeting please bring 10 copies of your application to the VRP meeting to be held on November 5th at a location to be announced. The meeting will run from 12:30 –4:00pm and include grant funds review and decision making. If we are able to complete our work prior to 4:00pm we will close the meeting earlier. 

Funds will be disbursed in the second week of November based on the decisions made at the meeting. 

Should finances allow we will hold a second round of mini grants in January 2010 for those who do not apply in October or for those who would like additional projects to be funded.

Application Process

Please submit an application of no more that 3 pages including the budget, which addresses the following:

1. Name of your school site and the primary contact person for the work to be done with all needed contact information.

2. What is your project? What do you intend to do and when will the work happen? [The project needs to be completed by June 2010].

3. What VRP goal or goals does this address?

4. How does this tie into the goals of your school?

5. How does this tie into your curriculum?

6. How does the work meet GRE’s and VT standards?

7. How will the work be assessed?

8. What funds are needed? Please submit a detailed budget for the items you will need. Materials? Professional development? Consultant services? Field trip expenses? Etc. 

9. How will you share the completed work at the Learning in Place Conference? Possibilities include but are not limited to ~ independent workshop, workshop in partnership with others doing similar project [please indicate who you will be partnering with], video showing, round table discussion.

NOTE - 

If your site needs funds to cover substitute expenses for your school rep to attend VRP meetings then do include this item in your proposal. Also all participants attending the Spring Conference 2011 will be charged a small fee this year. We will have no free participation. If you need to cover conference attendance please include these funds in your proposal. The cost will be Adults $50 and youth $10 per person.

If you have questions regarding the application please email me directly at Margaret.maclean@ruraledu.org or post to the list VRP@list.uvm.edu
We believe the mini grants detailed above will help your school move forward to meet its VRP goals and we look forward to reviewing exciting proposals for place based work in your schools and communities.

Sincerely 

Margaret MacLean

