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Program Description:

The Making a World of Difference Service Learning Program is an animal awareness program for middle and high school students that allows students to identify problems facing animals in Asia, and then assume real responsibility for addressing those problems.

Program Goal:

To foster the development of humane values and behaviors by preparing and empowering youth to become active, responsible citizens able to address issues faced by animals and people in our community and in Asia.

Jill Robinson, founder and CEO of Animals Asia Foundation (AAF), is living proof that one person CAN and IS making difference. Students will use Jill’s guiding principles of compassion, cooperation and collaboration to become citizens actively involved in building a kinder world.  

Participants: 

Youth in grades 6-12

Program Coordinators:


AAF Representative, School Advisor

Program Location:
  

School site 

Meetings per month: 

To be determined 

Cost to school:  Free
Animals Asia Foundation US Office

Contact:  Andi Mowrer

42 Grant Street, #2, 

Burlington, Vermont 05401

802/651-1088;  amowrer@animalsasia.org
Animals Asia Foundation Headquarters

PO Box 374, General Post Office  

HONG KONG,  888/420-BEAR

info@animalsasia.org
www.animalsasia.org
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.  

                                                                                                       What is Animals Asia Foundation?

Animals Asia Foundation (AAF) is a non-profit organization whose goal is to end cruelty and improve the lives of all animals in Asia.  The Foundation is devoted to the needs of wild, domesticated and endangered species throughout the Asian continent. 

Why do animals in Asia need help? 

Very few countries in Asia have any sort of animal welfare laws, and the laws that do exist are seldom enforced.  

AAF needs the support of American students to end the suffering of millions of dogs, cats, wildlife and endangered species in Asia and replace cruelty with compassion.    

How can students become involved?       

This guide provides opportunities for students to become involved in AAF’s groundbreaking campaigns in Asia:  

Help endangered Moon Bears:    

Approximately 7,000 endangered Moon Bears are imprisoned for up to 20 years in cages no bigger than their own bodies and milked for their bile on farms across China.  

In a major breakthrough in July 2000, AAF signed an agreement with Chinese officials to free 500 suffering endangered Moon Bears from the worst farms in China and to work toward the elimination of bear farming.  
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Andrew has only 3 legs, from being illegally trapped in the wild.  He was rescued from a bear farm in October 2000 and was one of the first bears to arrive at AAF’s Moon Bear Rescue Center in China.  AAF’s China Bear Campaign is the largest rescue effort of its kind in the world.  

Help end the marketing of dogs and cats:  

Without laws to protect them from terrible cruelty, millions of dogs and cats are killed each year in markets across Asia.  Animals Asia is finding solutions to end this practice through community programs like Dr. Dog, an animal assisted therapy program, which shows why dogs and cats are our friends and not food.  
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Jill Robinson established the first animal assisted therapy program in Asia over a decade ago.  AAF now coordinates the efforts of over 300 volunteers in Asia who together with a dog friend, visit places such as schools, senior centers and hospitals, to demonstrate that dogs are companions and should not be a food source for humans.  

Help wildlife and endangered species:

Millions of wild animals, including hundreds of different types of endangered species, are illegally trapped, traded, sold and slaughtered for food at the markets in China.  
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In the first program of its kind in Asia, Animals Asia established the Detective Dog program. "Simba” works with Customs officials in South Korea to sniff for illegally smuggled animal products, spearheading the fight against the trade in endangered species.
Program Possibilities:  

· AAF Representative will visit class once, and interested students subsequently choose a project.     

· AAF Representative will visit the class for 1-4 weeks of presentations: 

Week 1:  Animal issues and animal welfare in the United States

Week 2:  Animal welfare in China; China Bear Rescue Campaign

Week 3:  Animal welfare in China; live animal markets and Friends…or Food campaign

Week 4:  Making a world of difference:  discussion of service learning projects to help animals in Asia

Follow-up:  AAF Representative will visit the class to follow-up on projects, answer questions, offer support

Recognition and Celebration:  AAF Representative will recognize student achievements 

Inclusion of service learning goals: 

1. Student voice:  students may choose from list of projects or create their own.

2. Civic Responsibility:  Students will become empowered to become advocates and action takers for social change, specifically impacting animals in Asia.

3. Reflection:  Students will learn about, reflect upon a particular issue and create an action plan to address that issue.  

4. Evaluation:  Students will establish goals and assess challenges and successes in meeting those goals.

5. Celebration:  Students will receive certificates of achievement and possible other recognition. 


Project Ideas:

The following is a list of possible service projects that support Animals Asia Foundation’s campaigns on behalf of animals in Asia.  Choose one of these projects or create your own to help animals in Asia.  

1.  Public Speaking    

Many people in the US are unaware of the sadness confronting animals in Asia.  Ask your teacher and other teachers at your school if you can give presentations about one or more of Animals Asia’s programs.  Invite parents to attend as well.  

Ask the AAF Representative if there are photos and other visuals you can use.  Be sure to encourage audience members to visit Animals Asia’s website (www.animalsasia.org), and give them a list of things they can do to take action to make a difference in the lives of animals in Asia. 

2.  Real-world writing  

Organize a letter writing campaign.  Visit classrooms in your school, talk to neighbors, e-mail friends and family members and ask everyone to write a letter to the Chinese government in support of the China Bear Rescue Campaign.  Additionally, ask people to urge the government to close live animal markets and ban the sale, trade, slaughter and consumption of dogs and cats.  Write a letter to the editor of your local paper and encourage readers to visit AAF’s website and join in this letter writing campaign.  Visit this link to see sample letters:  http://www.animalsasia.org/beInvolved/createChange/cc003.html.  Please send letters to Animals Asia Foundation

PO Box 374 General Post Office Hong Kong.  Or give letters to AAF Representative  

3.  Technology

Create an Animals Asia web page link to your school’s or class’ web site. Or create your own website about Animals Asia, including Animals Asia’s link, and start a network among students from other classes or schools, to spread the word about the Moon Bears, dogs, cats and other animals that are in dire need of help.  

Create your own video documentary about animal issues in Asia and what people can do to address those issues. 

Produce a TV show about Moon Bears for the local Cable Access station. 

Design a Powerpoint presentation about bear farms and Animals Asia’s rescue effort, or about why dogs and cats in China need help and what people can do to take action.  Present this information to other classes, your church, civic clubs, etc

Start an e-mail campaign.  Write a letter to friends and family about why Animals Asia needs their support to rescue Moon Bears and protect dogs and cats as well as other animals in Asia.  E-mail this letter to 15 people.   

Ask each person to visit the Animals Asia Foundation website at www.animalsasia.org, and encourage them to visit the ‘Be Involved’ section.  Also request that each person then forward your letter on to 15 other people.  

Request that each time a person forwards your message on, that the person also include you in the forwarded addresses, so that you can keep a record of how many people you have reached.

4.  Fundraising

Animals Asia needs funds for further construction of the Moon Bear Rescue Center, for veterinary care and food for all rescued bears for their whole lives (they can live to be over 30 years old).  We have 86 bears now, but we intend to rescue hundreds and eventually thousands more. 

Funds also go toward inspections of live animal markets in China, supporting our Friends…or Food campaign, and to cover costs of traveling to negotiate with Chinese government officials to establish protection for all animals in Asia.  If you need a breakdown of Animals Asia expenses, please request this from the US Representative.  

Fundraising events can come in many shapes and sizes. Here are some ideas:  

Host a hip hop, karaoke or quiz night event at your school and give all or a portion of the proceeds from ticket sales to AAF.
Ask your school to donate a portion of the proceeds from the school play, athletic event or talent show to support Animals Asia.   

Hold a bake sale for the animals.  

Set a fundraising goal, and ask local businesses to make donations and/or match donations you collect. 

Ask businesses to donate gifts, such as gift certificates to restaurants, and then hold a raffle to raise money for the animals in Asia.  

Organize a community car wash. 

Collect recyclable bottles and cans, and save the money for the animals.

Ask a local restaurant or movie theatre to donate a portion of proceeds on a certain night to Animals Asia, then encourage friends and family to go on that night.  If possible, set up an information table at the venue-ask AAF Rep for leaflets and flyers. 

Organize a school-wide penny-drive to collect money to Befriend a Bear.  Each time you raise $60, you receive a picture of a rescued Moon Bear and that bear’s story. There are 6 bears who are featured in the Befriend a Bear program.  Visit the Animals Asia website to learn about these bears’ stories (www.animalsasia.org). 

Talk to teachers and make a small presentation to each class to explain why the bears need help.  You may want to start by talking with your principal to get your principal’s support in organizing a school-wide effort.  

Be sure to plan your event enough in advance so that you have time to advertise. Some things you can do include:  make posters, issue a press release, describe your event in the calendar section of newspapers and mail out invitations.  Be sure to include date, time, place and description of your event.  

5.  Political action 

Teach people about Animals Asia’s China Bear Rescue campaign, and encourage them to sign AAF’s petition to end bear farming (see attached petition). The signatures on this petition will be sent to the Chinese government. 

By building awareness in the community about bear farming, YOU are the one making a difference.  When people read and sign this petition, they learn about the issues, and you have helped to plant the seed for their continued involvement in helping the Moon Bears.      Ask teachers, students, neighbors, family members, and even set up a table in front of a store and reach new people.

6.  Public Outreach

A terrific way to teach people about the China Bear Rescue and Friends…or Food campaign is to set up a table outside of a mall, restaurant or at an event, and talk to people as they enter and leave the venue.  

Be sure to bring Animals Asia leaflets, the petition and a donation jar.  

Talk to the manager of the business to get permission before you do anything.

7.  Event planning:  sponsored events
A sponsored event is when you choose an activity and then ask people to pledge money to you to do that activity.  

For example, you could explain to people that you are holding a swim-a-thon for the animals, and ask them to ‘sponsor you’, and donate money for every lap that you swim.  

Or if you are always late for class, ask people to donate for each time you are on time for one month.    

Maybe sponsors could give your class money for every book students read during a given period of time.   

Perhaps you could have a ‘garbage free lunch week’ and collect sponsors for this effort…you’ll be helping the environment and local wildlife at the same time! 

You will need sponsor forms; each form should have a space for people to write their names, donation amount, contact info. and a place to record who has paid.  

If you need help creating a sponsorship form, please ask your AAF Representative. 

8. Art for Animals

Create paintings, sculptures, prints, etc. depicting animals in Asia and why they are special, deserve respect, need help.  Find a venue, such as school library, local town library, art gallery, museum, youth space, etc. to display your art. Be sure to include Animals Asia’s website and information about how people can take action to help. 

Write and perform a play about animals in Asia. Consider who you plan your audience to be (adults?  Younger students?  A mix of adults and youth) and again include information about Animals Asia Foundation and how people can take action (visiting www.animalsasia.org is the easiest step). 

Design children’s books about animals in Asia and read these books to younger students. Again, be sure to include inspiring information about how people can take action to help Moon Bears, dogs, cats, etc.  Perhaps you could donate these books to the school or local library. Include Animals Asia’s website in your book.  


Contact information: 


US Representative:  Andi Mowrer


Office location:  Burlington, Vermont


Tel:  802/651-1088


E-mail:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:amowrer@animalsasia.org" ��amowrer@animalsasia.org�


Hong Kong office:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@animalsasia.org" ��info@animalsasia.org�


Website:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.animalsasia.org" ��www.animalsasia.org�  





For any funds raised, please make checks payable to Animals Asia Foundation and mail to: 


Andi Mowrer


42 Grant Street, #2


Burlington, Vermont 05401








